
Contributors

ANNE ARRAN has climbed in over 20 countries around the world,
particularly relishing UK sea cliff routes such as The Cad and the adventure
of making big-wall first ascents in Asia and South America. She was BMC
Youth and Training Officer 1998-2001 and a British team member for 10
years. Now President of the UIAA Youth Commission, she works in
photography, travel-writing and climbing coaching.

JOHN ARRAN is one of Britain's foremost all-round climbers who has
excelled on a wide range of challenges, from the competition circuit to
bold new climbs on gritstone and sea cliffs as well as big walls around the
world. Among his recent highlights are a 25-pitch E7 in the Venezuelan
jungle and a new El0 on Curbar in Derbyshire. He is a computer consultant,
working in Kosovo on systems for the elections.

RONALD BAYNE pioneered geria'tric medicine in Canada and is now
Emeritus Professor of Medicine at McMaster University in Ontario. He
grew up near Megantic and used to hunt with his father in forests that
stretched into the State of Maine, hearing stories of men who lost their way
and were found frozen. More recently, he and his wife have travelled in
India, Nepal and Sichuan, where they journeyed to the headwaters of the
Yang-tse and the shrines of Uma Shan.

TOM BRIGGS is Marketing Director of the Sheffield-based guiding
company, Jagged Globe. He started rock climbing in the Lake District at
age 12 and has a growing fondness for big granite walls in remote areas
and jumping between unclimbed sections of gritstone.

DEREK BUCKLE is a medicinal chemist in the pharmaceutical industry
who now works part-time as a private consultant. He has climbed in the
Alps, the Caucasus, the USA, Ecuador, Kenya, Nepal, Greenland and Tibet.
His interests include all forms of mountaineering activities from ice and
rock climbing to ski-touring.

CARLOS BUHLER has been at the forefront of exploratory mountain
eering for 25 years, with many first ascents in Peru, Alaska and the
Himalaya. High altitude successes include alpine ascents of K2 North Ridge
with the Russians, Kangchenjunga North Face with Peter Habeler and the
first ascent of Everest's Kangshung Face. However, it is on the more elegant
6000ers and 7000ers that he has really made his mark, notably on
Changabang's North Face Direct.
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NICK BULLOCK was a PE instructor for the Prison Service until he
turned to full-time climber in 2003. He discovered climbing in 1991 on
a work-related course at Plas y Brenin since when he has established
himself as one of Britain's leading alpinists. He has put up new routes
in the Alps, Peru, notably Fear and Loathing on Jirischanca (2003), and
now the Himalaya. This year's intinerary includes return visits to Peru
and Nepal.

JULIAN COOPER is regarded as one of the most original and thought
provoking mountain painters working today. In a career spanning three
decades, his work has ranged from early monumental figurative groups in
dramatic mountain landscapes to severe and detailed close-ups of the
mountain as seen and experienced by the mountaineer.

JIM CURRAN, formerly a lecturer at the University of the West of England,
is a freelance writer and film-maker. He has taken part in 16 expeditions to
the Himalaya and South America. Books include K2, Triumph and Tragedy,
Suspended Sentences and The Middle-Aged Mountaineer. He has now returned
to his original discipline of landscape painting.

COL HENRY DAY has retired from the Army and continues to undertake
trips unhampered by any duties. Expeditions overland to Iran and Pakistan
as an undergraduate led on to Tirich Mir, Annapurna, Everest and several
regions of China. His latest Land Rover having been recovered from China
is now on its way to South America via Alaska.

EVELIO ECHEVARRIA was born in Santiago, Chile, and teaches
Hispanic Literature at Colorado State University. He has climbed in North
and South America, and has contributed numerous articles to Andean,
North American and European journals.

DEREK FORDHAM, when not dreaming of the Arctic, practises as an
architect and runs an Arctic photographic library. He is secretary of the
Arctic Club and has led 21 expeditions to the Canadian Arctic, Greenland
and Svalbard to ski, climb or share the life of the Inuit.

STEPHEN GOODWIN renounced daily newspaper journalism on The
Independent for a freelance existence in Cumbria, mixing writing and
climbing. A precarious balance was maintained until last year when he
was persuaded to take on the editorship of the Alpine Journal and 'getting
out' became elusive again.
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DENNIS GRAY was born in Yorkshire and began climbing at age 11 on
local gritstone outcrops. He has subsequently climbed in and travelled to
more than 60 countries, his latest journeys being an exploratory trip to
Laos and to rock climb in the Fulin Hills of Yunnan,China. A former
general secretary of the BMC and Chairman of the Leeds Wall, he is the
author of four books with climbing themes and a book of poetry. His first
novel is currently being edited for publication.

LINDSAY GRIFFIN is currently serving what he hopes will be only a
temporary sentence as an armchair mountaineer. However, he is still keeping
up to speed on international affairs through his work with Mountain INFO
and as Chairman of the MEF Screening and BMC International
Committees.

RICHARD HARGREAVES survived childhood initiation into the hills
by his father, A B Hargreaves - mottos: 'nothing is any good unless it hurts'
and 'hills are for the mortification of the flesh' - and went on to enjoy
modest walking and climbing in many parts of Britain and Europe and
visits to Australia, India and Pakistan. After a career teaching in state
comprehensives, the Balkans Peace Park is a focus of his retirement interests:
mountains, peace issues and teaching English as a foreign language.

TONY HOWARD led the first ascent of Norway's Troll Wall in 1965 and
wrote the Romsdal guide. His expeditions include Arctic Norway, Canada,
South Georgia and Greenland. He has climbed extensively across North
Africa and the Middle East from Morocco to Iran. He 'discovered', and
wrote the guide to, Wadi Rum.

RODRIGO JORDAN summited Everest via the Kangshung face in 1992
and K2 via the SSE spur in 1995, leading Chilean expeditions on both
occasions. He has climbed extensively elsewhere in the Himalaya and in
the Andes. An industrial engineer by training, he lives with his wife and
three daughters in Santiago.

HARISH KAPADIA has climbed in the Himalaya since 1960, with ascents
up to 6800m. He is Hon Editor of both the Himalayan Journal and the He
Newsletter. In 1993 he was awarded the IMF's Gold Medal and in 1996 was
made an Hon Member of the Alpine Club. He has written several books
including High Himalaya Unknown Valleys, Spiti: Adventures in the Trans
Himalaya and, with Soli Mehta, Exploring the Hidden Himalaya. In 2003 he
was awarded the Patron's Gold Medal by the Royal Geographical Society.
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PAUL KNOTT is a lecturer in business strategy at the University of
Canterbury, New Zealand. He previously lived in the UK and briefly in
Morocco. Since 1990 he has undertaken nine exploratory climbing trips to
Russia, Central Asia and the St Elias Range in Alaska/Yukon. He climbs
regularly in the Southern Alps and has an undiminished yearning for
exploration.

JOHANNA MERZ qualified for membership of the Alpine Club in 1988
and subsequently devoted most of her energies to the Alpine Journal, first as
Assistant Editor, then as Honorary Editor from 1992 to 1998, and currently
as Production Editor.

ADE MILLER lives, climbs, and sometimes works, in Seattle, Washington.
He has visited and climbed in numerous mountain ranges but has spent the
last few years climbing in the Pacific Northwest, the Yukon and Alaska.

TAMOTSU NAKAMURA was born in Tokyo in 1934 and has been climb
ing new routes in the greater ranges since his first successes on technical
peaks in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru in 1961. He has lived in Pakistan,
Mexico, New Zealand and Hong Kong and in the last 14 years has made
26 trips to the Hengduan mountains of Yunnan, Sichuan and SE Tibet. He
is currently editor of the Japanese Alpine News and a councillor of the
JAC.

!AN PARNELL is a professional photographer living in Sheffield. Over
the last five years he has put up first ascents and new routes in Patagonia in
winter, Alaska and the Himalaya. During this time his climbs have twice
been nominated for the Piolet D'Or international mountaineering award.

ROGER PAYNE had a short career in teaching and working as a mountain
guide before becoming a climbing bureaucrat as National Officer then
General Secretary of the BMC, then the Sports and Development Director
for the UIAA. He has used his climbing experience for initiatives that
promote community development, protect the environment, and encourage
freedom with responsibility for mountaineers.

JOHN PORTER grew up in the USA and learnt to climb in the White
Mountains of New England. He crossed the pond to do undergraduate
work at the University of Leeds and fell in with the city's strong climbing
community. From the mid-70s he spent considerable time in the greater
ranges of Asia and South America. A director of the Kendal Mountain
Film Festival, he is currently writing a biography of his good friend Alex
Madntyre who died on their 1982 attempt on a new route on the south
face of Annapurna.
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STEPHEN REID lives with his family in the English Lake District where
he owns and runs a specialist climbing shop. He is also editor of the FRCC
Lake District guides and a guidebook writer for the SMC. Despite these
demands, he has still managed to find time for several expeditions to
Greenland and the Greater Ranges. He has been climbing for several decades
in the UK, though he is constantly dismayed to find that however much
practice he gets the climbs seem to get harder each year.

KEY REYNOLDS reckons he's the man with the world's best job, for as
a guidebook writer he has the best of all excuses to spend several months
each year in the mountains. He's climbed, trekked and walked in the Alps,
Pyrenees, Himalaya, Andes, Atlas, Caucasus and various other magical
places, and is the author of more than 40 books.

SIMON RICHARDSON is a petroleum engineer based in Aberdeen.
Experience gained in the Alps, An.des, Patagonia, Canada, Himalaya and
Alaska is put to good use most winter weekends whilst exploring and
climbing in the Scottish Highlands.

C A RUSSELL, who formerly worked with a City bank, devotes much of
his time to mountaineering and related activities. He has climbed in many
regions of the Alps, in the Pyrenees, East Africa, North America and the
Himalaya.

BILL RUTHVEN has been Honorary Secretary of the Mount Everest
Foundation since 1985. Now confined to a wheelchair, he particularly
welcomes the opportunity to put something back into the sport that has
given him so much pleasure over 50 years of active mountaineering. He is
a familiar figure at indoor events such as conferences, symposia and film
festivals, and is always happy to discuss plans for mountain expeditions.
For this MEF work, Bill has recently been made an Honorary Member.

VICTOR SAUNDERS was born in Lossiemouth and grew up in Malaya.
He started climbing in the Alps in 1978 and has climbed in the Andes,
Caucasus, India, Pakistan, Nepal and Bhutan. Formerly a London-based
architect, he is now a UIAGM mountain guide and is based in Chamonix.
When not working, he likes to relax on steep little bits of rock and ice. His
first book, Elusive Summits, won the Boardman Tasker Prize.

BOB SHEPTON has been a Royal Marines' officer, a full time youth
worker in the east end of London, and chaplain to two schools, always
combining a strong emphasis on outdoor activities with pastoral work. He
pioneered climbing on the Portland and Lulworth sea cliffs and wrote
them up for the 1977 guidebook. He claims 17 first ascents in Greenland
and arctic Canada and has circumnavigated the world.
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JOHN SHIPTON is the younger son of the explorer Eric Shipton. In the
last few years John has taken a passionate interest in his father's career,
and has been retracing some of his expeditions both in the Himalaya and
in Patagonia. John has worked, travelled and sailed in many parts of the
world, sailing to Greenland with Shipton's great climbing partner Bill
Tilman in 1975. He now runs a plant and bulb nursery in West Wales, and
leads commercial treks in the Himalaya as a part-time activity.

!AN SMITH has worked mostly as a librarian, and is now writing a
biography of Edward Whymper. He has climbed extensively in the Alps
and throughout Britain (with forays to Ireland and the Channel Islands)
and has made mountaineering trips to Bolivia and Canada. Recently he
has climbed some new routes in Jordan and a few early repeats.

GEOFFREY TEMPLEMAN, a retired chartered surveyor, has greatly
enjoyed being an Assistant Editor of the Alpine Journal for the past 30 years.
A love of mountain literature is coupled with excursions into the hills, which
are becoming less and less energetic.

JOHN TOWN is Registrar and Secretary at Loughborough University.
He has climbed in the Alps, Caucasus, Altai, Andes, Turkey and
Kamchatka, and explored little known mountain areas of Mongolia,
Yunnan and Tibet. He would love to write a book about all this but is
always too busy organising the next trip.

STEPHEN VENABLES made many Himalayan ascents between 1977
and 1992, including a new route on the East Face of Everest. More recently
he has climbed in South Georgia and Tierra del Fuego, and he has plans to
return to Tibet. However, he is drawn increasingly back to his first love 
alpine skiing. He is a freelance writer and lecturer and has published eight
mountain travel books.

DEREK WALKER began climbing in 1956 with the RAF Mountain Rescue
in North Wales and was a member of the first British expeditions to the
Towers of Paine in the 1960s. He was President of the Climbers' Club,
1984-87, and after a career in teaching became General Secretary of the
BMC, 1989-95, and later BMC President, 1999-2002. Still a very enthusiastic
climber, he is currently a Vice-President of the AC.

DAVE WYNNE-JONES climbed for many years in Britain and the Alps
before widening his horizons to include South America, Africa, Jordan,
Russia, Alaska, Canada, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan and China. His articles and
photographs have appeared in publications in Britain and America. He
lives in the Peak District and is working on a novel in between other
assignments and climbing.
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COLIN WELLS is an ecological and archreological consultant by
profession. His most impressive mountaineering feat to date was the first
crossing of the Alps by Morris Marina. He has also been known to climb
old-fashioned types of mountains such as Haramosh 2 in 1995. He has
written A Brief History of British Mountaineering for the Mountain Heritage
Trust and reviews books in On the Edge, for both of which he apologises. He
lives in Hope, Derbyshire, from where he observes the 'pad people' and
their Hard Grit from a safe distance.

SIMON YATES has, over the last 20 years, climbed and travelled from
Alaska in the west to Australia in the east, from the Canadian Arctic in the
north to the tip of South America. He is the author of two books, Against
The Wall and The Flame of Adventure. As well as writing, Simon runs his
own commercial expedition company (www.mountaindream.co.uk) and
lectures about his adventures.
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